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giving to mathematics a charm that fascinated his pupils and that inspired them to do very commendable work. Money had no attraction for him, and he lived a life of poverty, dying in 1839 at the age of seventy-five years.1
As to Wada, no book of his was ever published, and all of his large number of manuscripts, which were in the keeping of Lord Tsuchimikado, were consumed by fire,2 that great and ever-present scourge of Japan that has destroyed so much of her science and her letters. Eking out a living by fortune-telling and by teaching penmanship, as well as by giving instruction in mathematics^ selling some of his manuscripts to gratify his thirst for liquor, Wada's life had little of happiness save what came as the reward of his teaching. He claimed to have had among his pupils some of the most distinguished mathematicians of his day,4 men who came to him to learn in secret, recognizing his genius as an investigator and as a teacher.s
It will be recalled that Ajima had practiced his integration by cutting a surface into what were practically equal elements and summing these by a somewhat laborious process, and then passing to the limit for ^ = 00. In a similar manner he found the volumes of solids. In every case some special series had to be summed, and it was here that the operation became tedious. Wada therefore set about to simplify matters by constructing a set of tables to accomplish the work of the modern table of integrals. Since his expression for "to integrate" was the Japanese word "to fold" (tatamu\ these aids to calculation were called "folding tables" (jo-hyo\ and of these he is known
* ENDO, Book III,  p.  121;  C. KAWAIUTA'S  article  in the I Ion fho Siigaku Koenshii) p. 17; KOIDE, Yenri Sankyo, preface.
2  KOIDE, Yenri Sankyo, MS. of 1842, preface.
3  ENDO, Book III, p. 128.
4  The   original   list on  some   waste paper is  now  in  the  possession of N.  Okamoto.    The list  includes   the   names   of  Shiraishi,  Kawai,   Uchida, Saito, and Ushijima, with many others.
5  See also ENDO, Book III, p. 86.